Introduction of Centre for Governance and Citizenship
The Centre for Governance and Citizenship (CGC) is an Institute-level research centre of the Hong Kong Institute of Education. The Centre is committed to conducting interdisciplinary scholarly research and facilitating public discourse on governance issues and citizenship studies, including citizenship education. It is dedicated to creating an active research platform whereby the themes of Governance and Citizenship can be brought together within an interactive and mutually reinforcing framework to pioneer a new research agenda that contributes towards theory building in "Governance and Citizenship" as a holistic concept.
The Centre promotes interdisciplinary dialogue; facilitates intellectual debate and public discourse; and builds regional and international research networks. It aims to contribute towards quality academic output, to be disseminated both locally and internationally, via academic and curriculum publications, as well as the public media. Its research outputs help to inform curriculum and pedagogy design and thus learning improvements in schools. The Centre is active in developing partnership with other research bodies, the education community, and civil society organizations.
It is the Centre's mission to examine issues of Governance and Citizenship within a holistic context -with focus on Asian specificity -that transcends the narrower boundary for the study of political governance (state and state-society interface) or citizenship (such as civic education, and rights and obligations) alone, and sees citizenship as an integral part of 'good governance' and governance as ultimately enriching citizenship.
The Centre is not limited to research activities alone, but aims to bring together scholarly research, education development, policy impact and public discourse within a three-pronged approach in defining its overall role and objectives:
Academic Discourse
To promote academic scholarship and discourse in the broad areas of Governance and Citizenship through research and publication activities with sustainable scholarly and intellectual impact, especially in the building up of an Asian literature and paradigm
Policy Influence
Based on its scholarly work, to generate more macro policy-relevant observations and recommendations which have an impact on government thinking and policy formulation, especially in the Education and Social Policy area
Practical Application
To enable the use of its research findings at the micro-level to inform school curriculum development, as well as teaching and learning activities at the community level
The International Forum for Education 2020

Introduction of East West Centre
The East-West Center was established by the United States Congress in 1960 to "promote better relations and understanding between the United States and the nations of Asia and the Pacific region through cooperative study, education, and research." The Center works to strengthen relations in the region and serves as a national and regional resource for information and analysis on Asia and the Pacific. It provides a meeting ground where people with a wide range of perspectives exchange views on topics of common interest and regional concern. Since its founding more that 55,000 people have participated in Center programs. Many of these participants occupy key positions in government, business, journalism, and education in the region.
Officially known as the Center for Cultural and Technical Interchange between East and West, the East-West Center is a public, nonprofit institution with an international board of governors. Funding comes from the U.S. government in addition to support provided by private agencies, individuals and corporations, and governments in the region. The Center is located in Honolulu, Hawaii on a 21 acre campus adjacent to the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and maintains a small office in Washington, D.C.
The Center programmatically is organized around three divisions: Education, Research, and Seminars. The Education Program division encompasses scholarship programs for graduate degree study, leadership education, professional development for university faculty as well as K-12 school teachers, focused on strengthening of Asian studies in the curricula; and policy research and network development in international higher education. This last initiative is undertaken through the International Forum for Education 2020, to address the need for new paradigms in higher education that will respond to transformational economic, social and cultural changes underway in the Asia Pacific region, the U.S. and throughout the world.
These changes result from increased globalization, heightened interdependency and uneven development among nations. Today's realities compel a paradigmatic shift in higher educational aims and practices that will help to drive social, economic, political and cultural change. The International Forum for Education (IFE) 2020 is committed to fostering educational change that helps to build local, national and regional communities where conflicts can be resolved peacefully, diversity can be enriched, and development can be sustainable and equitable.
